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Dear Mr Bates, 
 
Thank you for your correspondence of 4 September to the Secretary of State for Digital, 
Culture, Media and Sport, the Rt Hon Karen Bradley MP Department for Digital, Culture, Media 
and Sport (DCMS), about fake newspaper archives relating to 21st Century Fox’s bid to acquire 
the 61% shareholding in Sky plc that it does not already own (Sky/Fox bid) and about BBC 
broadcasting fake news. I am replying as a member of the Ministerial Support Team. 
 
On 16 March, the Secretary of State confirmed to Parliament that she would be intervening in 
the proposed merger, under the Enterprise Act 2002, so that the effect of the merger on media 
plurality and on the parties’ commitment to broadcasting standards could be considered. Her 
European Intervention Notice, which was issued on 16 March triggered a requirement for 
Ofcom, the communications regulator, to submit a report. This was published by DCMS on 29 
June. 
 
The Secretary of State carefully considered the report from Ofcom and representations from 
the parties to the merger and others. She also considered a separate report by the Competition 
and Markets’ Authority (CMA) on jurisdictional issues. Having considered these, on 14 
September the Secretary of State confirmed that she would refer the bid on media plurality and 
commitment to broadcasting standards grounds. The formal referral to the CMA for the Phase 
2 investigation was issued on 20 September. 
 
From the point of referral, the CMA will have 24 weeks to investigate the merger and provide 
advice to the Secretary of State. The Secretary of State will then come to a final decision on 
whether or not the merger can proceed, including any conditions that will apply in order for the 
merger to proceed.  
 
Details of all the reports, statements (including parliamentary statements) and the redacted 
evidence submitted to DCMS are available from the following link: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/proposed-merger-between-twenty-first-century-fox-
inc-and-sky-plc.   
 
The decision to refer the merger by the Secretary of State was made, as specified in the 
Enterprise Act 2002, on a quasi-judicial basis. The Secretary of State considered all available 
evidence relevant to the specified public interests, independently and following a process that 
is scrupulously fair and impartial. The Secretary of State has made clear that corporate 
governance issues in the US are relevant to her consideration. 
 
The Department is not considering new evidence or representations at this stage. If you would 
like to share any relevant new material with the CMA, details of how you can do so are set out 
on the CMA's website. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/foxsky-merger-how-to-
respond-to-the-cmas-investigation/foxsky-merger-how-to-respond-to-the-cmas-investigation. 
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With regard to your concern about the BBC broadcasting fake news, I hope you will understand 
that it is a long-standing principle that the Government does not get involved with the day-to-
day running of broadcasting organisations, including their content and operational decisions. All 
broadcasters in the UK are subject to Ofcom's Broadcasting Code. The Code sets out a 
number of guidelines that broadcasters must comply with as part of their licence. For example, 
Section Five of the Code states that news or indeed any programme, in whatever form, is 
reported or presented with due accuracy and presented with due impartiality. For more 
information on Ofcom's powers and the Broadcasting Code, you can visit: 
www.ofcom.org.uk/tv-radio-and-on-demand/broadcast-codes/broadcast-code. I note that you 
have already contacted Ofcom. They are the correct authority to investigate your concerns. 
 
I hope this information is helpful. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Jackie Shirley  
Ministerial Support Team 
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